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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 10-15, 17-18, 21-27, 29-33, 35, 36, 38-40, 42, and 44-45, 47- 
54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Pennaz (US 
6,891,110). 

Regarding claim 1 . Pennaz discloses a method of making an RFID device 
comprising providing a web material 40 including a continuous conductive layer 20 and 
a continuous dielectric layer 32, 30, forming at least one aperture 66 in the conductive 
layer, and applying at least one strap 34, 36 across the at least one aperture. 

Regarding claim 2 . Pennaz discloses separate conductive and dielectric webs 
and combining the webs to provide the web material including a continuous conductive 
layer and a continuous dielectric layer (fig. 1-3). 

Regarding claim 3 . Pennaz discloses at least one aperture extending in the 
longitudinal direction of the web material (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 4 . Pennaz discloses at least one crease portion including a 
central portion of overlapped web material between adjacent portions of single ply web 
material and removing the central portion of the crease portion (fig. 1-3). 
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Regarding claim 6 . Pennaz discloses forming the central portion of overlapping web 
material with the dielectric layer of the web material adjacent to itself (fig. 2). 
Regarding claim 7 . Pennaz discloses an adhesive 38. 
Regarding claim 10 . Pennaz discloses an adhesive 38. 

Regarding claim 1 1 . Pennaz discloses dividing the web material into a plurality of 
discrete tessellated RFID devices by cutting the web material across the transverse axis 
(fig. 1-3). 

Regarding claim 13 . Pennaz discloses cutting the web material across the transverse 
axis (fig. 1-3). 

Regarding claim 14 . Pennaz discloses at least one aperture extending in the transverse 
direction of the web material (fig. 1-3). 

Regarding claim 15 . Pennaz discloses at least one crease portion including a central 

portion of overlapped web material between adjacent portions of single ply web material 

and removing the central portion of the crease portion (fig. 1-3). 

Regarding claim 17 . Pennaz discloses forming the central portion of overlapping web 

material with the dielectric layer of the web material adjacent to itself (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 18 . Pennaz discloses an adhesive 38. 

Regarding claim 21 . Pennaz discloses an adhesive 38. 

Regarding claims 22-24 . Pennaz discloses cutting the web material across the 

longitudinal axis (fig. 1-3). 

Regarding claim 25 . Pennaz discloses the aperture including fully separating the 
conductive portions on either side of the at least one aperture (fig. 2). 
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Regarding claim 26 . Pennaz discloses leaving conductive bridges connecting 
conductive portions on either side of the aperture (fig. 1 -2). 
Regarding claim 27 . Pennaz discloses applying the strap electrically coupled by the 
bridges (fig. 1-2). 

Regarding claim 29 . Pennaz discloses a web of RFID device comprising a web material 
40 including a continuous conductive layer 20 and a dielectric layer 32, 30, at least one 
aperture 66 in the conductive layer forming at least two separate conductor portions 60, 
62, at least one RFID device including a strap 34, 36 attached across the at least one 
aperture and coupled to a conductor portion on each side of the aperture. 
Regarding claim 30 . Pennaz discloses the aperture extending the traverse direction 
on the web and the RFID device being oriented in the longitudinal direction of the web 
material (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 31 . Pennaz discloses the aperture extending the longitudinal 
direction on the web and the RFID device being oriented in the transverse direction of 
the web material (fig. 2). 

Regarding claims 32. 35 . Pennaz discloses the RFID devices arranged in a tessellated 
configuration (fig. 1-3, 11). 

Regarding claim 33. 36 . Pennaz discloses the RFID devices arranged in a partially 
tessellated configuration (fig. 1-3, 11). 

Regarding claim 38 . Pennaz discloses a method of making an RFID device comprising 
providing a web material 40 including a continuous conductive layer 20, forming at least 
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one aperture 66 in the web in the conductive layer, and applying at least one strap 34, 
36 across the at least one aperture. 

Regarding claim 39 . Pennaz discloses two webs of conductive material aligned in 
parallel with an aperture there between (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 40 . Pennaz discloses at least one crease portion including a central 
portion of overlapped web material between adjacent portions of single ply web material 
and removing the central portion of the crease portion (fig. 1-3). 
Regarding claim 42 . Pennaz discloses forming the central portion including 
connecting the central portion of overlapping web material with an adhesive (fig. 1-3). 
Regarding claim 44 . Pennaz discloses an adhesive (col. 6, line 45- col. 7, line 45). 
Regarding claim 45 . Pennaz discloses dividing the web material into a plurality of 
discrete tessellated RFID devices by cutting the web material across the transverse axis 
(fig. 1-3). 

Regarding claim 47 . Pennaz discloses cutting the web material across the transverse 
axis (fig. 1-3). 

Regarding claim 48 . Pennaz discloses a web of RFID device comprising a web material 
40, at least one aperture 66 in the conductive layer forming at least two separate 
conductor portions 60, 62, at least one RFID device 10 including a strap 34, 36 attached 
across the aperture and coupled to a conductor portion on each side of the aperture. 
Regarding claim 49 . Pennaz discloses the aperture extending the longitudinal 
direction on the web and the RFID device being oriented in the transverse direction of 
the web material (fig. 2). 
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Regarding claims 50. 52. 53 . Pennaz discloses the RFID devices arranged in a 
tessellated configuration (fig. 1-3, 11). 

Regarding claim 51. 54 . Pennaz discloses the RFID devices arranged in a partially 
tessellated configuration (fig. 1-3, 11). 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 8, 12, 19, 28, 34, 37, 46, 55, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Pennaz. 

Regarding claims 8, 12, 19. 28, 34, 37. 46, 55 . Pennaz discloses all the claimed 
subject matter as set forth above in the rejection of claim 4, but does not disclose a 
crimping process (claims 8, 19), elliptical holes in the conductive layer (claim 28), the 
RFID devices arranged in an untessellated configuration (claims 12, 34, 37, 46, 55). It 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to include a crimping process and making elliptical holes on the 
conductive layer for the purpose of effectively forming the crease portion and to have 
the RFID devices arranged in an untessellated configuration as designed for the 
purpose of providing different arrangements for the RFID devices on the web. 



Application/Control Number: 10/805,938 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2636 

5. Claims 9, 20, 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pennaz in view of Beigel (US 6,888,502). 

Regarding claims 9. 20. 43 . Pennaz discloses all the claimed subject matter as 
set forth above in the rejection of claim 4, but does not disclose cutting the central 
portion of the overlapping web material along the longitudinal axis of the crease portion. 
Beigel discloses the use of cutting the central portion of an overlapping web material 
along the longitudinal axis of a crease portion (figure 3). It would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to include 
cutting the central portion of the overlapping web material along the longitudinal axis of 
the crease portion to the method of Pennaz as taught by Beigel for the purpose of 
effectively forming the crease portion. 

6. Claims 5. 16. 41 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. Claims 56-61 are allowed. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Eberhardt, Brady, and Eckstein teach RFID systems. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anh V. La whose telephone number is (571) 272-2970. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9:30am to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffery Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

ANH V. LA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

Anh V La 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2636 
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